
American Classical Education Tennessee

Board Agenda - May 30, 2024 at 1:00 p.m.

Via Zoom: Meeting ID 838 8864 3054; Passcode: 781611

1. Call to order

2. Public comment: Individuals wishing to speak must sign up in advance on this form.

3. Consent Agenda - vote

a. Approval of February 19, 2024 minutes

4. Board member and officer election

a. Officers
New chair
Vice chair

b. Renewal/staggering of board member terms (proposed)
Joey Hale (2022-2025)
Darrell Woodard (2023-2025)
Dennis Pearson (2023-26)
Michelle Garcia (2024-2027)
Tricia Stickel (2024-2027)

5. Policy approval
Drafts of these policies were part of the approved charter school applications. The board
needs to formally adopt them for ACAR.

a. Family Handbook
b. Faculty/Staff Handbook

6. Rutherford County update
a. School (Phill)
b. Facility (Patrick)

7. Madison County update (Patrick)

8. 2024-2025 board meetings

9. Adjourn

Public Comment Period: Pursuant to TCA 8-44-112, the board reserves up to 20 minutes for
members of the public to comment on agenda items the board intends to vote on at the meeting.
Each speaker is allowed up to 2 minutes to speak. The number of speakers is limited to 10.
Members of the public who want to comment should register prior to the start of the meeting by
signing up online.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83888643054?pwd=VmZuc0VDa3FqT0d3MkkwK1Vta1FsQT09
https://forms.gle/JP1EovRHwGEiKnnr5
https://forms.gle/JP1EovRHwGEiKnnr5
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American Classical Education Tennessee

Board Minutes - February 19, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.

1. Call to Order: Board members Michelle Garcia, Dolores Gresham, Joey Hale, Dennis
Pearson, and Tricia Stickell were present. Darrell Woodard was absent.
Rich Haglund, Patrick Whalen, and Phill Schwenk were also present.

2. Approval of Agenda: Ms. Stickell moved approval, Mr. Hale seconded, and the agenda
was approved by voice vote.

3. Approval of January 11, 2024 minutes: Mr. Pearson moved approval, Ms. Stickel
seconded, and the agenda was approved by voice vote.

4. Rutherford County update

a. Building. Mr. Whalen noted that the Foundation has signed a purchase sale
agreement for a facility in La Vergne.

b. Student recruitment: Mr. Schwenk shared that, with an anticipated location in
place, recruitment efforts will increase.

c. Personnel: Mr. Schwenk attended the job fair hosted by Hillsdale last week and is
working with a PR firm to invite job candidates. He is focused short-term on
hiring the office manager and the student services director.

d. Charter School Program (CSP) grant: The application will be submitted Feb. 20,
for both the Rutherford and Madison County schools.

5. Madison County update: Mr. Whalen shared that the Foundation has retained a search
firm to find a head of school.

a. Charter contract with Commission. Mr. Hale moved approval of the contract and
Ms. Garcia seconded. The motion was approved by unanimous roll call vote.

6. Services agreement with ACE Foundation. Ms. Stickel moved approval of the services
agreement and Mr. Pearson seconded. The motion was approved by unanimous roll call
vote.

7. Next board meeting: May 6 at 10 a.m.

8. Adjourn at 10:28
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Contact Information

American Classical Academy Rutherford
2 Ingram Boulevard
La Vergne, Tennessee 37086

Phone:
Email: info@rutherfordclassical.org

School Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Before-School Drop-off: 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m.
After-School Pick-up: 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Head of School’s Welcome

Dear Families and Students,

Welcome to American Classical Academy Rutherford (ACAR)! We are delighted that you
chose to partner with us in the important task of rearing your child to be virtuous -
demonstrating good character; and to have a sound mind full of knowledge, seeking wisdom. At
ACAR, our mission is to train the minds and develop character in students through a
content-rich Classical Education in the liberal arts and sciences utilizing instruction in the
principles of moral practices and civic virtue. This is difficult work, but we believe that in
building an institution that daily commits to training individuals who a) practice decorum, b)
read and dialogue about great books and ideas to gain significant understanding, and c) learn for
the sake of learning, we will form students who seek the True, do the Good, and relish the
Beautiful.

As established in ACAR’s Honor Code, it is our intention to fashion individuals who
demonstrate courage, moderation, justice, responsibility, friendship, prudence, and wisdom.
Students will come to know and embody these traits through their purposeful communication
with school faculty and other students. Additionally, students will master these traits through
active participation in rigorous, content-rich classical curriculum in the liberal arts and sciences.
As a school, we are keenly aware of the central role that families have in the formation of their
children. It is our hope and expectation to partner with each family. We hope that, each day,
families are able to model good behavior and to support the accomplishment of the academic
work presented in their students’ coursework.

With great anticipation, I look forward to the coming school year! I will continue to work with
students, their families, and with ACAR staff in a shared effort to build a school that produces
students who are intellectually and morally virtuous citizens.

Sincerely,

Phillip Schwenk
Head of School
American Classical Academy Rutherford

The task of the modern educator is not to cut down jungles but to irrigate
deserts. The right defense against false sentiments is to inculcate just
sentiments. By starving the sensibility of our pupils we only make them easier
prey to the propagandist when he comes. For famished nature will be avenged
and a hard heart is no infallible protection against a soft head.
(C.S. Lewis, The Abolition of Man)
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Mission

The mission of American Classical Academy Rutherford is to train the
minds and develop character in students through a content-rich
classical education in the liberal arts and sciences utilizing instruction
in the principles of moral practices and civic virtue.

School Virtues
● Prudence | “I will make wise, well thought-out decisions before acting.”
● Justice | “I will treat everyone with the fairness and respect they deserve.”
● Moderation | “I will exercise self-control in all of my actions.”
● Courage | “I will do the right thing, even when it is unpopular or difficult.”
● Responsibility | “I will do my duty and accept the consequences of my

actions.”
● Friendship | “I will treat others with respect and seek friends who make me

better.”
● Wisdom | “I will seek those things which are good, true, and beautiful.

School Pledge
● I will learn the True.
● I will do the Good.
● I will love the Beautiful.

School Honor Code
An American Classical Academy Rutherford student is honest in word and deed,
dutiful in study and service, and respectful and kind to others. An American Classical
Academy Rutherford student aspires to excellence in prudence, justice, moderation,
courage, responsibility, friendship, and wisdom.
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A Charter School & Barney Charter School Initiative Affiliate
American Classical Academy Rutherford (ACAR) is a public charter school, which is a
tuition-free, public school operated by an independent board of trustees and authorized by
Rutherford County Schools (TN). Charter schools are given flexibility to articulate a distinct
mission, design a curriculum around the mission, and hire faculty who can best deliver
mission-guided instruction. The result is a unique and innovative educational model that
responds to the needs of students and families that have chosen ACAR.

A principal value of all charter schools is that parents have the primary right, authority, and
responsibility to direct the education of their children. ACAR’s work rests upon a partnership
between the family and the school.

American Classical Academy Rutherford is one of many schools in the country that is part of
Hillsdale College’s Barney Charter School Initiative (BCSI). The Barney Charter School
Initiative’s mission is to promote the founding of classical charter schools and excellence in
their teaching and operations, to the end that public-school students may be educated in the
liberal arts and sciences and receive instruction in the principles of moral character and civic
virtue. As part of the BCSI, ACAR teachers are provided ongoing professional development
that supports the effective planning and implementation of classical education.

American Classical Academy Rutherford, assisted by Hillsdale College, will seek to present a
classical education to students that includes the following key characteristics:

1. A curriculum that is content-rich, balanced, and strong across the four disciplines of
math, science, literature, and history

2. Instruction in the Western tradition through history, literature, philosophy, and the fine
arts

3. Study of the American literary, moral, philosophical, political, and historical traditions
4. Explicit instruction in phonics and grammar
5. A school culture of moral virtue, decorum, respect, discipline, and studiousness among

both students and faculty
6. A well-educated, articulate and compassionate faculty who use traditional, teacher-led

methods of instruction
7. An approach to instruction that acknowledges objective standards of correctness, logic,

beauty, weightiness, and truth
8. The study of Latin as a requirement for all students
9. A commitment to use technology effectively without diminishing the faculty leadership

that is crucial to academic achievement
10. A plan to serve Grades K through 12 (even if the school must open with fewer grades)

so as to provide continuity and a recurrent examination of subjects throughout a
student’s career
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Purpose of the American Classical Academy Rutherford Family
Handbook
The purpose and intention of the ACAR Family Handbook is to clearly define and describe
ACAR’s mission and procedures. While the handbook may be amended and improved over
time as the school matures, the core values and intentions of the school and the handbook will
remain constant.

All parents and students are expected to read the handbook and they demonstrate agreement
with the handbook by signing the ACAR Parent and Student Compact. In this way, both ACAR
and families display a willingness to work together to classically educate each student in an
environment that seeks the Truth, does the Good, and relishes the Beautiful.

The ACAR Family Handbook is subject to review and may be updated or changed at any time
upon request/approval of the Board of Trustees.
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